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Equity in education is now more and more a matter of interest (Hutmacher, Cochrane &
Bottani, 2001; European Group for Research on Equity in Education Systems, 2005; Bottani
& Benadusi, 2006). International comparisons on a European level are commonly used
(Demeuse & Baye, 2007) in order to improve the understanding of general principles of
organization (grade retention, ability grouping, students’ orientation or selection...) on
educational equity.

Till now, the available data, for a large part extracted from PISA 2000 and 2003, have been
analyzed through “ordinary ways”, excluding generalizability theory. The paper discuses our
research findings according to the extent to which results and conclusions conducted on
samples can be generalized to the population at large and the perspectives offered by tools
like EduG in our field of interest.
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